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SUBJECT: AEGEAN DISPUTE 

1 . TURKISH AMBASSADOR ESENBEL SAW ASST SECY HARTMAN UNDER 
INSTRUCTIONS SEPT 8 TO EXPLAIN TURKISH POSITION ON AEGEAN 
SINCE NEW YORK MEETING OF CAGLAYANGIL AND BITSIOS. 

2. ESENBEL REPORTED THAT IT WAS CAGLAYANGIL IN NEW YORK 
WHO HAD PROPOSED TO BITSIOS A MEETING ON THE AEGEAN SEPT 
11. BITSIOS SAID THAT HE WOULD SEEK INSTRUCTIONS FROM 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 222637 

ATHENS. ON HIS RETURN TO ANKARA, CAGLAYANGIL RECEIVED 
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GREEK RESPONSE THAT OPERATIONS OF THE SISMIK HAD TO STOP 
BEFORE A DATE COULD BE SET FOR TALKS, AND THAT ONLY THEN 
WOULD THE GREEKS ASK THE INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE 
(ICJ) NOT TO RULE ON THEIR REQUEST FOR AN INJUNCTION. 

SINCE THE GREEKS NOW KNOW THAT THE SISMIK WILL TERMINATE 
ITS OPERATIONS ON SEPT 25, THE GREEK POSITION AMOUNTS TO 
A "TRICK" OR "DOUBLE TALK". IF THE COURT DECIDES TO 
ISSUE AN OPINION, SUCH ACTION WOULD MOST LIKELY TAKE PLACE 
BEFORE SEPT 25. 

3. THUS, ESENBEL SAID, THE TURKS FEEL THE GREEKS ARE 
ATTEMPTING TO SHOW THE WORLD THEY ARE EAGER TO NEGOTIATE 
WHILE QUIETLY PURSUING THEIR CASE BEFORE THE ICJ. INDEED 

THE ICJ HAD ASKED THE GREEKS AFTER THE UN SECURITY COUN- 
CIL RESOLUTION OF AUGUST 25 WHETHER THEY WERE STILL 
INTERESTED IN PURSUING THEIR COURT APPLICATION. THE 
GREEKS SAID YES. AND SUBMITTED A NEW APPLICATION ON AUGUST 
30 TO THE COURT TO RESOLVE ANY DOUBT OF THEIR INTENT. 

THEN ON SEPT 3 THE GREEKS APPROACHED THE UNSC AGAIN RE- 
GARDING THE LATEST ACTIVITIES OF THE SISMIK. 

4. ESENBEL STATED THAT IF THE COURT RULES IN FAVOR OF 
GREECE, BY REQUESTING TURKEY TO SUSPEND SISMIK OPERATIONS. 
THIS WOULD BE "DETRIMENTAL" TO THE FUTURE COURSE OF TALKS. 
THE BEST COURSE FOR THE COURT TO FOLLOW WOULD BE TO WITH- 
HOLD ANY DECISION UNTIL AFTER SEPT 25. 

5. HARTMAN ASKED ESENBEL IF THIS TURKISH POSITION WAS 
BEING CONVEYED DIRECTLY TO THE COURT. ESENBEL SAID NO, 
ONLY TO FRIENDLY COUNTRIES, WHO ARE REPRESENTED ON THE 
COURT. IN THE HOPE THAT THEY WOULD BRIEF THEIR JUDGES ON 
THE POLITICAL ASPECT OF THE CASE AND APPRISE THEM OF THE 
TURKISH VIEW THAT A COURT DECISION SHOULD BE DEFERRED. 

6. HARTMAN EXPLAINED THAT IT WOULD BE HIGHLY IRREGULAR 
FOR GOVERNMENTS REPRESENTED ON THE COURT TO APPROACH 
THEIR RESPECTIVE REPRESENTATIVES. HE SUGGESTED THAT 
TURKEY, AS A PARTY, APPROACH THE COURT DIRECTLY. ESENBEL 
RESPONDED THAT THE TURKS PREFER NOT TO PRESENT POLITICAL 
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ARGUMENTS TO THE COURT. 

7. ESENBEL ALSO EXPRESSED TURKISH CONCERN THAT THE GREEKS 
ARE NOT PREPARED TO WITHDRAW THEIR BASIC REQUEST THAT THE 
ICJ DECIDE WHERE THE AEGEAN CONTINENTAL SHELF BOUNDARY 
LIES. ALL THEY WILL DO, SAID ESENBEL, IS REQUEST THE 

ICJ TO KEEP THIS MATTER IN ABEYANCE IF BILATERAL TALKS 
BEGIN. BUT THE GREEKS CLEARLY HAVE NEVER WANTED, AND ARE 
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NOT PREPARED NOW TO ENTER BILATERAL NEGOTIATIONS. 

8. HARTMAN THANKED ESENBEL FOR HIS DESCRIPTION OF TURKISH 
POSITION BUT REITERATED THE SUGGESTION THAT THE TURKS 
CONSIDER DIRECT APPROACH TO COURT TO CONVEY THEIR POSITION 
AND OFFERED NO HOPE THAT US WOULD MAKE EFFORT AT ANY LEVEL 
TO DELAY OR INTERFERE WITH ICJ DECISION. KISSINGER 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: DISPUTES, AEGEAN 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 08 SEP 1976 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: BoyleJA 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976STATE222637 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: RRDELABARRE:VSS 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760340-0006 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760980/aaaacqne.tel 

Line Count: 122 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ORIGIN EUR 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: BoyleJA 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 21 APR 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <21 APR 2004 by CollinP0>; APPROVED <16 AUG 2004 by BoyleJA> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 

Secure: OPEN 

Status: NATIVE 

Subject: AEGEAN DISPUTE 

TAGS: PFOR, PLOS, GR, TU 

To: ANKARA 

Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



